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***NEWS RELEASE*** 

For Immediate Release 
 

September 22, 2020 

 

The following subject was arrested on September 22, 2020, 

after turning herself in today. 

 

Name and Address                                     Age 

Joyce Brown        38 

Hummingbird Road 

Dalzell, Sumter SC 29040 

 

Charges 

Sexual battery with a student, 16 or 17 years old 

 

According to investigators, Brown, a non-instructional 

employee at Lakewood High School, engaged in sexual 

battery with the male victim — a 17-year-old Lakewood High 

School student at the time — on one occasion while in Sumter 

County in 2019. The victim is no longer a student at the school.  

 

The investigation started after Sumter County Sheriff’s Office 

received an anonymous tip about the inappropriate activity. 

 

Brown was transported to Sumter County Sheriff’s Office 

Detention Center today and was released after making a $5,000 

bond.  

 

“Sumter School District takes allegations of this nature very 

seriously. This type of behavior is deeply concerning and will 

not be tolerated,” said Sumter School District Superintendent 

Dr. Penelope Martin-Knox.  

 

“As a school district, we take steps annually to prevent 

harassment of students and staff, which address inexcusable 

behavior such as this. Every employee is required to complete 

sexual harassment training, which includes very clear warnings 

of consequences for employee-student relationships. Our team 
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of professionals is committed to helping students each and 

every day. Unfortunately, this employee’s alleged actions do 

not represent the values of our dedicated educators, which are 

trust, integrity, and character.” 

 

“As always, our investigators were thorough in their work 

after the anonymous tip was given. Providing security for 

our local county schools extends outside of the school year 

and off of school grounds,” Sheriff Anthony Dennis said. 

“We will continue to take each allegation seriously as we 

look after our schools and the county.” 
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